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Ramblings from a Train Coach 


By C. B. Hedstrom 


(One chapter from the book, 
Pay-Day — Some Day, used by per- 
mission). 


“All-a-booo-ard!”’ And the night 
train pulled out exactly on time 
from the Denver station. It was 
just 11:45 p.m. I had turned one 
of the seats around and thrown my 
overcoat up on the rack. My trav- 
eling bag and brief case sat snug- 
ly at my side, my only compan- 
ions. A long journey, with two 
nights on this train, was ahead, 
but what of it! I was on my way 
home. I settled down and made 
myself comfortable, reached in the 
inside coat pocket for my Testa- 
ment and in the dimly lighted spe- 
cial-fare coach my eyes rested on 
First Corinthians 2: “And I, breth- 
ren, when I came to you, came not 
with excellency of speech or of 
wisdom, declaring unto you the tes- 
timony of God... And I was with 
you in weakness and in fear, and 
in much trembling. And my speech 
and my preaching was not with 
enticing words of man’s wisdom 
... and God hath chosen the weak 
things of the world ... that no 
flesh should glory in his presence.” 
I closed the book, buried my face in 
my hands and thanked God for the 
past two weeks, indeed glorious, 
yes, two weeks that will stand out 
as a pole-star in a dark night. 

“Pillow, mister?” called a dark- 
skinned porter, and in a few mo- 
ments I had closed my eyes in 
slumber. Though it was a spas- 
modic slumber, still it was rest. 
While waiting for weariness to act 
as a sleeping potion, my thoughts 
wandered back to the many new- 
found friends and the scenes from 
‘the last labors in the Master’s serv- 
ice. That Sunday night meeting in 
E——— had left an indelible impres- 
sion that to me will be a cheering 
incentive to press on. Those many 
upraised hands at the close, young 
and old in front and on the plat- 
form with happy faces, most of 
them shining through tears of joy, 
that only a moment ago had been 
tears of sadness and defeat... now 
with upraised hands, as a testi- 
money to the redeeming power of 
the cross, they sang: “Glory, glory, 
Jesus saves me, glory, glory to the 
Lamb. Oh, the cleansing blood has 
reached me, glory, glory to His 
name,” 

The best singing is from re- 
deemed hearts, made glad by the 
old-time gospel power. 

The lights are turned off and 
from my window I get an occasion- 
al glimpse of the bleak Nebraska 
plains, and in the darkness I notice 
here. and there a dim light in the 
window of some farmhouse ... 
possibly some gray-haired, broken- 
hearted mother has left it burning 
while she sits in the early hours 
of the night awaiting her wayward 
son or daughter .. . this same child 
that received mother’s tender care 
and during the childhood years was 
hushed to sleep by mother’s love 

. . now the sacrifices of a loving 
father and compassion of a darling 
mother are forgotten. 

Again I’m awakened, this time 
by the screeching, grinding noise 
of the brakes as the train comes to 
a stop at a little country-town sta- 
tion, where men hustle about with 
lamps on their arms. Here on the 
side of the dingy little station, in 
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the dim light, I notice an old-style 
Ford, which gives evidence of 
many thousand country-road miles. 
I guess it belongs to that old couple 
who anxiously look up and down 
our long train this cold, dismal 
morning. Inside of those time- 
worn winter coverings were warm 
hearts that expressed themselves 
in the hugs and kisses that wel- 
comed a weary traveler, a daughter 
coming home to the old homestead, 
to be loved at mother’s and dad’s 
old fireside . . . I thanked God for 
a mother that loves me when 
others misunderstand me. I 
thanked God for children who only 
think of my comfort and welfare, 
and for the response in my heart 
to love in return. 

The train pulled away with the 
customary jerky motion and I 
buried my face in my handkerchief 
as I made a futile attempt to dry 
my tears. I changed the position of 
my pillow and tried to fall asleep, 
but I lived over and over again the 
last Sunday’s meeting in G : 
All four services were saturated 
with God’s power and Holy Ghost 
conviction. Indeed it was an un- 
usual day in God’s house. I thanked 
God for every meeting but it 
seemed God’s approval and seal 
was placed on the entire series by 
this last service. It was close to 
eleven o’clock when the song leader 
announced that we sing, “God Be 
With You Till We Meet Again,” 
and while we sang this farewell 
song, two more came forward 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 2) 


But Fear crept in! 


Pride guarded well the 


But Pain crept in! 


But Death crept in! 


But Need crept in! 


Then Love walked in! 
I recognized His voice; 
And like a tired child 


I slept; I waked! 
And now 


Compulsion 


BY ANNE CATHERINE WHITE 
GOD LAID HIS HAND UPON MY LIFE — 


I did not know what task His will might set, 


And swift Rebellion came to the key; 
I went my way and heeded not His plea. 


GOD LAID HIS HAND UPON MY LIFE — 


Upon a couch of sickness, racked and torn, 

I laid with mind and heart and soul forlorn; 
Again Rebellion voiced her protest wild: 

No Love would thus treat e’en an wayward child. 


GOD LAID HIS HAND UPON MY LIFE — 


With anguished soul I gazed upon the sward 
Where lay all I had worshipped and adored; 
I walked in loneliness and grief each day, 

But fierce Rebellion o’er my will held sway. 


GOD LAID HIS HAND UPON MY LIFE — 


For Fame and Wealth and all that life held dear 
Had crumbled in my path to ashes drear; 

My longing heart cried out for rest and peace; 
Still arrogant Rebellion barred release. 


GOD LAID HIS HAND UPON MY LIFE — 


A calm and sweet assurance came apace; 
Rebellion fled before His gracious mien 
His loving, waiting arms, and slept serene! 


With His beloved hand upon my life 
Il walk — and work — and dwell with God! 


. 


portals that He met, 


l saw His face; 


I crept within 


The Bible on Child Correction and Discipline 


THE BIBLE TEACHES THAT PARENTS ARE ACCOUNTABLE FOR CONVERSION, CHRISTIAN CHAR- 
ACTER OF CHILDREN AND LATER LIFE. STRICT OBEDIENCE TO BE ENFORCED BY WHIPPING 


By Evangelist John R. Rice 


All the trouble in the world can 
be traced to rebellion against au- 
thority. Satan rebelled against 
God. As Lucifer, the Angel of 
Light, he said, “For thou hast 
said in thine heart, I will ascend 
into heaven, I will exalt my throne 
above the stars of God. I will as- 
cend above the heights of the 
clouds, I will be like the most 
high” (Isa. 14:13, 14). 

That was the beginning of all 
sin. Adam and Eve brought sin 
to the human race when they re- 
belled against God’s authority and 
disobeyed His command in eating 
of the forbidden fruit of the tree 
of knowledge of good and evil 
(Gen. 3). 


All crime is simply rebellion 
against the law and the authority 
of the government. The interna- 
tional crimes of Hitler and Stalin 
are a deliberate violation of the 
authority of treaties and sworn 
agreements between nations, and 
the enlightened conscience of the 
world represented by international 
law. 


The breakdown of modern homes 
resulting in the alarming increase 
of divorces is largely the result 
of the breakdown of authority in 
the home. Brides do not promise 
to obey their husbands or if they 
promise they do not mean it. Hus- 
bands do not assume, and wives 
do not yield to the authority which 
God requires of husbands. There is 
no authority to bind the modern 
home together. 


In ages past when people broke 
the Ten Commandments they still 
acknowledged their righteousness 


and force. Now, pink and red pro- 
fessors, modernist preachers and 
so-called “liberal” philosophers de- 
ny the authority of any standard 
of morals and sometimes teach 


that there is no harm in adultery, 
or that covetousness is laudable, 
that there is no God but every 
man’s own desires or the con- 
science and morals of the race. 


All sins result, I say, from the) 
breakdown of authority or rebel-.| 
lion against authority. 


Back of all unbelief in the head 
is rebellion in the heart. ‘“‘The fool 
hath said in his heart, There is no 
God” (Psa. 53:1). 


Unbelief in the Bible is heart 
rebellion against God. Jesus said, 
“O fools and SLOW OF HEART to 
believe all that the prophets have 
spoken” (Luke 24:25). 


One who refuses to trust Christ 
is really guilty of heart rebellion. 
Faith in Christ as one’s own Sav- 
iour is not simply the mental as- 
sent to certain doctrines or a creed. 
To believe that Christ is the Son 
of God who died for sinners is not 
saving faith. “Thou believest that 
there is one God; thou doest well; 
the devils also believe, and 
tremble” (James 2:19). Now, sav- 
ing faith involves a heart surrend- 
er to Jesus Christ. Every lost sin- 
ner in the world is lost because he 
says in his heart, “We will not 
have this man to reign over us” 
(Luke 19:14). 


“And this is the condemnation, 
that light is come into the world, 
and men loved darkness rather 
than light, because their deeds 
were evil. For everyone that doeth 
evil hateth the light, neither com- 
eth to the light, lest his deeds 
should be reproved. But he that 
doeth truth cometh to the light, 
that his deeds may be made mani- 
fest, that they are wrought in God”’ 
(John 3:19-21). | 

All sin, I say again, can be 
traced to rebellion against authori- 
ty, the authority of ts, the 


government, and the authority of 
the Bible and God. 


Obedience to Proper Authority — 
The Greatest Element In Char- 
acter, In Righteousness, 


and Godliness 


All sin has its roots in rebel- 
lion. Hence, obedience to proper 
authority is the greatest element 
in personal righteousness. If citi- 
zens obey the laws there is no 
crime. If parents assume proper 
authority and children obey them, 
all problems between parent and 
children can be settled easily. If 
husbands take the high and hey 
responsibility given them by the 
Bible as heads of the wives and of 
the homes and if wives submit 
themselves to their own husbands 
(Wives, submit yourselves unto 
your own husbands, as unto the 
Lord. For the husband is the head 
of the wife, even as Christ is the 
head of the church; and he is the 
saviour of the body. Therefore as 
the church is subject unto Christ, 
so let the wives be to their own 
husbands in every thing.’ — Eph. 
5:22-24), then there will be no 
more divorce, no more faded love, 
no more broken homes. If serv- 
ants obey their masters (“Serv- 
ants, be obedient to them that are 


Pennsylvania 


Woman Saved 
Through Booklet 


"| Was a Sinner Long Enough 
and | Will Take God's Way Now” 


Every week our hearts are made 
happy in the office of The Sword 
of the Lord to hear how people are 
being saved through the paper and 
the many tracts and books we are 
getting out. February 28, a dear 
old lady from Spring Grove, Penn- 
sylvania, writes: 

“Dear Brother Rice: I write 
you about your booklets. I 
read them and I found out that 
they are all right, and so I 
I must tell you that I went 
one Sunday evening in the 
Gospel Center to seek Christ 
for my Saviour. And so I will 
tell you that I did not keep 
all the Ten Commandments as 

I ought to, but now I will 
trust in Christ as my Sav- 
iour for I know that He died 
for our sins... 

“T was a sinner long enough 

and I will take God’s way now. 
I am getting old and have two 
husbands in the graveyard and 
I hope they are both in heav- 
en. I stuck to them as long 
as they were here, so I am the 
next to go. I am in my 70th 
year. 

“So God bless you and keep 
the good work up as you are 
doing, and I will ask you if you 
have some more good tracts 
or books that you send out. I — 
like to read them. 


“Yours truly, 
(Signed) “Mrs. re 


The booklet, All Have Sinned, 
has led many a sinner to see that 
he has not kept the Command- 
ments of God and needs a Saviour. 
As God provides the means I will 
gladly send copies free to any- 
one. If you want to pay, you may 
send 30c a dozen or $2.00 a hun- 
dred. The booklet, What Must I 
Do To Be Saved? will also be sent 
free on request, one copy or a 
number of copies for others wher- 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 2) 


Will You 
Match This? 


If you could feel the heart throbs 
back of the letters which bring in 
trial subscriptions to The Sword of 
the Lord for others, I know you 
would take more seriously 
great privilege of sending the gos- 
pel to others. 

I wonder how many will match 
the sacrificial spirit of an old Scots- 
man coal miner sixty-seven years 
of age, wearing a ten-year-old suit 
that he might give money to the 


gospel? He sent $2.00 for twelve 
trial subscriptions to The Sword of 


your masters according to the flesh, | 


with fear and trembling, in single- 
ness of your heart, as unto Christ’ 


— Eph. 6:5) and masters and boss | 


foremen exercise properly their 
God-given authority, the strikes, 
lockouts, sabotage, and industrial 
bloodshed will be gone forever. 


Obedience to proper authority is 
the most essential element in char- 
acter. How important that chil- 
dren be taught obedience. 


The baby bird is grown and out 
of the nest in a few weeks, kittens 


teacher, the husband, boss, the 


‘aes. dogs are grown in a few 
(CONTINUED ON PAGE 2) 


the Lord. We will let you read his 
letter which came from Greens- 
| burg, Pennsylvania: 

“In the blessed name of our — 
dear Lord and Saviour J 
Christ. Enclosed you will f 
$2.00 for 12 trial subs to The — 
Sword of the Lord. You can 
send these subs to whomsoever 
you please. I only wish I could 
send you more but you know I 
am only a poor man and have 
been all my life, and so was my 
father before me. I never 


a 


Lord’s cause and help get out the — ¥ 
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PAGE TWO 


Ramblings From 
A Train Coach 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1) 


through the crowd and found 
Christ. With the many who came 
to Jesus this night we could blend 
our voices and raise our hands as 
we sang, “On the cross He sealed 
my pardon, paid my debt and set 
me free.” We closed with a warm 
thanksgiving service in which two 
of the neighboring pastors, wito 
had been present at most every 
meeting, took part and the dear 
pastor closed with the benediction. 
It had been an unusually heavy day 
but we were refreshed over this 
victory by what our eyes had seen 
and what our ears had heard. 


I was again hushed to sleep, as 
the monotone of the wheels blend- 
ed with the last strain of that 
beautiful Heaven’s harmony: “Till 
we mee-eet ... God be with you 
till we meet again.” 


“Coffee and sandwiches?”’ Here 
comes the white-coated waiter 
from the dining car. “Coffee, mis- 
ter?” “Yes, sir, give me a cup.” 
“And what kind of sandwiches?” 
he asked, as he handed me a cup 
of warm coffee. “Turkey,” was my 
reply. “Sorry, mister, but we have 
no turkey sandwiches,” said the 
colored waiter. “But I have,” was 
my triumphant reply. “You see 
this box? It is full of turkey 
sandwiches that my aunt in Denver 
packed up and handed me as I left 
Denver last night, and by the way, 
they beat anything you’ve got.” 
“Well, you might be right. at that, 
boss,” he said, as he walked down 
the aisle. And I was right. I had 
apples and turkey sandwiches for 
breakfast, cake and turkey sand- 
wiches for lunch, and cookies and 
turkey sandwiches for supper. 


Opposite me sits an elderly lady 


who gives evidence of not having 
an oversupply of this world’s 

— I can tell by her lunch, 
her shoes, and the newly-bought 
traveling case, both the shoes and 
luggage being of the “bargain 
basement” variety. This morning 
as I handed her a tract and a Gos- 
pel of John, she excused herself 
with a few broken words of “no 
speak de English,” and seeing by 
the big tag on her suitcase that 
she was to take the “German Line” 
to Hamburg, I used the few Ger- 
man words I have command of and 
told her of a Saviour who can save 
and satisfy. I shared my aunt’s 
lunch with her this noon and she 
gladly accepted all the three va- 
rieties; in fact she not only smiled, 
but it helped her to speak English 
quite fluently, and she enjoyed 
reading the tract. 


When the train stopped at the 
Holdrege station in came Pastor 
Rodine and Superintendent Gustin 
from the Children’s Home. They 
had some mail for the Free Church 
President, who was supposed to 
be on this same train, coming from 
Denver. But we walked through 
every car and no E. A. Halleen 
could be found. I was hoping for 
good company as the train-ride 
was getting a little monotonous, 
and Brother Halleen and myself 
have many things in common and 
he is always an interesting man, a 
great mind to tackle knotty prob- 
lems. But evidently I was destined 
to ride all alone. At least it has 
one advantage — it’s agreeable 
company and there are no argu- 
ments. But presently Henry Gus- 
tin, Superintendent of the Chil- 
dren’s Home, came and took his 
seat beside me. He was on his way 
to Minden to call on supporters for 
the Children’s Home. The Home 
was in financial need just now. 


He makes a big impression wher- 
ever he goes and evidently he im- 
pressed the conductor, too, as he 
looked him over and examined his 
pass. After he had left the train 
at Minden, the gray-haired, dig- 
nified-looking conductor came and 
sat down in the seat opposite me 
and inquired about “this great per- 
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The Bible on Child Correction and Discipline 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1) 


months, a calf is about grown in 
two years, a colt in from three 
to four years. Yet the child is not 
grown for eighteen or twenty 
years, not legally an adult, old 
enough to vote, until twenty one. A 
baby colt or calf can stand or run 
before it is a day old, while human 
babies cannot walk until nearly a 
year old, cannot talk intelligently 
for several years and do not even 
start to school until about six years 
of age! It takes weeks to make a 
bird, twenty years to make a man 
or woman, 

Why does the child mature so 
slowly compared to animals? Why 
does God leave a child under the 
protection of father and mother, 
dependent on them for support and 
care and teaching for twenty 
years? Without any possible doubt 
the child needs discipline, correc- 
tion, training, long years of it, be- 
fore he can be fit for adult life 
according to God’s plan. To ig- 
nore God’s plan that each child 


sonality.” “You two seemed quite 
friendly,’”’ he added. “I thought you 
knew him,” was my answer. “Sor- 
ry I did not introduce you to him. 
He is one of our country’s most 
useful citizens, a-great man, with 
a great purpose and big heart. He 
is a father to the fatherless and he 
molds character that makes for 
better and more useful citizens.” 
“I thought his face familiar; who 
is he and what’s his title?” He 
asked. “Why, my dear man, he is 
the superintendent of the Christian 
Orphan’s Home at Holdrege, Ne- 
braska. 

“And, by the way, may I ask 
who you are?” was his next in- 
quiry, as he gazed over the collec- 
tion of books spread before me, dn 
a little improvised table made from 
cardboard. I promptly gave him 
my business card and after reading 
it he looked a bit bewildered, and 
without waiting for a question 
from him I said, “I know just 
what’s on your mind and I'll save 
you the embarrassment. You were 
going to ask why I ride in this 
cheap coach when I have three 
stores.” “Well, I admit. I thought 
just that... but...’ Then I con- 
tinued by giving my testimony of 
how Jesus became real to me and 
that He had given me the call to 
go out with His message of sav- 
ing grace; that one-half of my time 
is spent this way. 

We had a very pleasant chat and 
I was happy to be able to answer 
some of his seemingly perplexing 
questions. As he took my hand 
and accepted a little booklet and 
a Gospel of John, he said, “In the 
rear of this train we have an ob- 
servation car with table and i 
brary. I want you to go in there 
and make yourself comfortable.” 


But riding in a coach gets you 
closer to the human heart. On my 
first trip through the two coaches 
this morning I had with me a very 
attractive tract, “Christ the Sav- 


iour,”’ a couple of dozen Gospels of | 


John and my early morning smile. 
I greeted everyone in the same 
manner, just like a well-trained 
insurance salesman: “Nice morn- 
ing, here is something very nice 
to read, in fact it will add more 
lustre to the day, and it’s free.’ 
Evidently I’ve made an impression 
on my first “sales trip,’’ because no 
one refused taking what I offered. 
Returning through the car, some- 
one pulled at my coat sleeve, and 
it was an elderly, white-haired 
lady who in her refinement looked 
even out of place in this common 
car. She had put on an extra pair of 
“specs” that hung on a long silver 
chain. She removed them for a 
minute as she looked up at me, 
clasped my hand tightly, and as 
moisture came to her eyes, said, 
“God bless you, sonny.” .. . It real- 
ly felt good; my heart really be- 
came a few degrees warmer. I re- 
sponded by giving a few Bible vers- 
es, loud enough so that they be- 
came a testimony to those in the 
near-by seats. “Are you a preach- 
er, my boy?” she inquired. “No, 
madam, I’m sorry I’m not; just an 
ordinary small business man run- 
ning errands for God,” was my an- 
swer. “How far are you going?” 
“All the way to Chicago,’”’ was my 
answer. “I’m only going to Oma- 
ha, but I'll meet you in Heaven.” 

Listen, friend, you and I are 
travelers. Some travel through this 
world with more comfort than 
others, but we are all travelers. 
At our s end where.are 
ss going? Will we meet in Heav- 
en 


should have a long and careful, 
tender yet vigorous is a) 
wicked sin on the part of parents 
and often spells ruin to the child. 


Parents Responsible For the Way 
Children Turn Out 


God holds parents responsible for 
their children; responsible for them 
now and responsible for them here- 
after. And the great men and 
women who are cited by the Bible 
as successful parents accept this 
responsibility. 

Joshua called for the elders, and 
judges, the heads of tribes and 
families of Israel and said to them: 
“And if it seem evil unto you to 
serve the Lord, choose you this 
day whom ye will serve... but 
as for me and my house we will 
serve the Lord’’ (Josh 24:15). This 
saintly old man assumed the re- 
sponsibility for his entire house- 
hold, for his wife, his children and 
his servants. “And Israel served 
the Lord ali the days of Joshua, 
and all the days of the elders that 
overlived Joshua, and which had 
known all the works of the Lord, 
that he had done for Israel” (Josh. 
24:31). That is a clear case of a 
father taking the responsibility of 
the entire family. 

Abraham, the friend of God, also 
took the responsibility for his chil- 
dren. The Lord God revealed to 
Abraham all His plan concerning 
the destructior of Sodom and gave 
to him great and blessed promises, 
because, God said, “For I know 
him, that he will command his chil- 
dren and his household after him, 
and they shall keep the way of 
the Lord, to do justice and judg- 
ment; that the Lord may bring 
upon Abraham that which he hath 
spoken of him” (Gen. 18:19). 

The beautiful life of Isaac may 
be traced largely to the commands 
and strict discipline of Abraham, 
no doubt. 

In fact the Bible plainly teaches 
that if a child is properly trained 
he will never depart from the right 
way, not even when he is old. “To 
train up a child in the way he 
should go; and when he is old, he 
will not depart from it” (Prov. 
22:6). 

Some parents rely on this scrip- 
ture and yet tell me, “Well, I know 
my boy has gone far in sin and 
has broken my heart in a wicked 
life, but some day, the Bible says, 
he will come back to his training 
and serve God.” But that is not 
what the Bible says. The scrip- 
ture does not say that the child will 
depart from his training and turn 
to a life of sin, and later return. 
Instead, the Lord emphatically 
promises that w hen children 
trained up in the way they should 
go they will never depart from it, 
not even when they are old! 

You can clearly see that God 
holds the parents accountable for 
their children. The father and 
mother are accountable for the way 
the child lives, not only while he 
is at home, but through the rest 
of his life. 

As a student pastor in a county 
church near Gainesville, Texas, I 
preached once on “A Bible Kind 
of Home and How To Have It.’ 
At the close of the service a man 
greatly agitated came to me and 
said, “You must come home with 
me. I must talk with you.” I had 
another engagement but at his in- 
sistence I excused myself and 
went with him. 

At his home he said, “Preacher, 
something you saiu today isn’t true 
and I know it.” 

“Something I said wasn’t true? 
What was it?” 

“You said that if a man raises 
his children right they will never 
go wrong; and never leave their 
rearing. And I know I have raised 
my boy right. What you said is 
not true,” he said. 

“But J didn’t say that; God said 
it. Here it is in the Bible, Prov- 
erbs 22:6, “Train up a child in the 
way he should go; and when he is 
old he will not depart from it.’ God 
said it and it is true,” I insisted. 

“But I know I did raise my boy 
right,” he said, “and that can’t be 
true.” 

With some indignation that any 
man should deny the Word of God 
I determined to find out what was 
wrong. After much inquiring on 
my part he finally admitted to me 

(CONTINUED CN PAGE 3) 
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Remarkable Soul- 
Winning Record of 


One Fisherman’s Club 


The Cicero Fisherman’s Club, 
Cicero, Illinois, is a group of Chris- 
tian men organized for soul win- 
ning. They meet each Saturday 
night in the Cicero Bible Church 
of which Brother William McCar- 
rell is pastor. There work is as- 
signed, reports are made, instruc- 
tions are given, 

Last Saturday night, March 16th, 
it was the editor’s high privilege 
to be the guest speaker at the an- 
nual meeting of this great group 
conducted by Pastor William’ Mc- 
Carrell who is leader of the club. 
The general public was invited. A 
fine crowd was present at 4 o’clock, 
and it continually increased until 
there were probably more than a 
thousand present for the evening 
service, 

The annual report is most inter- 
esting. These men dealt with over 
20,000 persons, distributed 400,000 
tracts, and more than 12,000 Scrip- 
ture portions. They had 5,859 pro- 
fessions of faith in Christ in the 
last year! The individual testi- 
monies and reports were thrilling 
to the heart. 

These Christian workers, most of 
them laymen, held services over 
sixteen radio stations and in lit- 
erally hundreds of churches, mis- 
sions, tabernacles, hospitals, jails, 
homes, state penitentiaries, reform- 
atories, schools, street corners, 
Y.M.C.A.’s, C. C. C. Camps, and at 
W. P. A. projects, in seventy-five 
cities and sixteen states. They sup- 
port a full-time missionary in 
Africa. 

It is wonderful to see Christian 
men given over so whole-heartedly 
to soul winning. 

No man may join the group who 
uses tobacco, attends theaters, 
dances, or is a member of a lodge. 
Pastor William McCarrell has 
given much time through the years 
to directing this great work. 

The éditor spoke in the late af- 
ternoon for fifteen minutes, and 
then for an hour in the evening 
with the lower floor of the great 
church packed, overflowing into the 
balcony. There was one profes- 
sion of faith and a good many 
special dedications to soul winning 
work at the close of the evening 
service. 

The editor’s sermon was steno- 
graphically reported and will be 
printed soon in The Sword of the 
Lord, God willing. 


- —-Q----- 


Pennsylvania Woman 
Near 70 Saved 
Through Booklet 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1) 
ever you will use them prayerfully 
and carefully. Or you may order 
them in quantities for $1.00 per 
hundred, ic each in any quality. 

We are sending the dear Penn- 
sylvania lady who has thus found 
Christ in her 70th year other book- 
lets to read. The. best we can we 
are getting out multiplied thou- 
sands of these gospel messages 
both in The Sword of the Lord and 
in booklets and tracts. 

Pray that thousands more may 
be saved, 

The cheapest way to gét the gos- 
pel messages of the Editor, Evan- 
gelist John R. Rice, into the hands 
of the people is to give them a 
trial subscription to The Sword of 
the Lord. For only 20c you can 
send one home this paper for 13 
weeks. Or you can send 6 trial 
subscriptions (13 weeks each) for 
only $1.00. Some dre sending 40 
or 50 trial subscriptions at this 
rate. Why not make out a list of 
homes who need these gospel mes- 
Sages, give names and addresses 
plainly and send $1.00 with every 
6 names. Then all will have the 
gospel before them every week for 
three full months. Usually several 
will read the paper in each home. 

God has in His mercy given the 
Editor a simple, plain, sharp way 
of preaching the gospel and prov- 
ing each point by the Bible so that 
sinners will read them. Hundreds 
have been saved through printed 
messages by this unworthy Editor. 
Christians have been strength- 
ened. Many letters from preachers 
tell*how they have been encour- 
aged, how they have learned more 
of the Bible through The Sword of 
the Lord and these booklets. 

Send in trial subscriptions at 
once and ask for full description 
and price list of the Editor’s books 
and pamphlets and tracts. 
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Editor’s Engagements 


March 25, 26, Monday and Tues- 
day, at Fundamental Baptist 
Church, Des Moines, Iowa, in 
their annual Bible Conference. 


March 27-31, Wednesday through 
Sunday, Evangelical Covenant 
Tabernacle, Kewanee, Illinois. 


April 2-14, revival services, Tyng 
Memorial Church, Peoria, Illi- 
nois. 


April 16-28, revival services, First 
Presbyterian Church, Dubuque, 
Iowa. 


April 29 - May 5, Annual Mission- 
ary Conference, Cicero Bible 
Church, Cicero, Illinois. 


May 14-26, tent revival services, 
Baptist Church, Chatworth, IIli- 
nois. 


May 27-June 9, Annual Radio 
Rally and “revival services, 
Bloomington, Illinois. 


June 11-30, tent revival, First Bap- 
tist Church, Petersburg, [linois. 


July 1-14, revival in an independ- 
ent Methodist church, Florence, 
South Carolina. 


July 15 - August 4, three weeks tent 
revival with Evangelist George 
Zoller, Detroit, Michigan. 


August 5-16, Loomis Park Baptist 
Tabernacle, Jackson, Michigan. 


August 18-25, Annual Missionary 
Conference, Grace Missionary 
Church, Zion, Illinois. 


September 2-22, revival services, 
First Baptist Church, Harvey, 
Illinois. 


September 24- October 13, revival 
services, First Baptist Church, 
Forest City, Iowda. 


Will interested readers kindly 
pray for these engagements, that 
God will save many souls? 


It will be noticed that many calis 
are coming from the Chicago area, 
and it seems likely that the editor 
will move his family to Chicago. 
Meantime, his office continues at 
201 East Tenth Street, Dallas, Tex- 
as, Where all mail may be ad- 
dressed. Later the office may be 
moved from Dallas for convenience, 
but The Sword of the Lord is be- 
ing greatly blessed, God is wonder- 
fully helping pay the bills, and the 
paper will continue to be published 
with the same staff and the same 
policy as in the past. 


BOOKS BY EVANGELIST 


JOHN R. RICE 


These books reviewed favorably 
by Moody Monthly, 8. 8. Times, 
and other leading Christian periodi- 
cals. 


What Must | Do To Be Saved? 


Revival sermons, pungent, convicting, 
scriptural — two on sin, two on Hell, “Re- 
ligious but Lost,” and “What Must I Do 
To Be Saved?” The latter sermon has been 
printed in three languages, 250,000 copies, 
has won hundreds. Cloth bound, attractive 
jacket, 150 pages. 


citt. Price, postpaid... $L0OO 
MOVIES? 


Ten chapters of vigorous exposure. Shows 
power of the movies, gives indisputable sci- 
entific facts established by professors of 
leading universities in four years survey; 
shows movies given over to crime, sex and 
lust provoking ‘‘love’’ scenes. Gives de- 
tailed analysis of hundreds of films. Proves 
that movies make criminals, bring sex de- 
linquency. Shows spiritual results. Many 
Scriptures, temperate language, indisputable 
facts! Sold out four editions in a few 


WHAT IS WRONG 
WITH THE 


months. 117 pages, two colors, paper 
cover, fine paper. Price, post- 
Sn OOP OR oo sy ig oot ee eee 


(Three.copies, $1.00. Ten or more, 25¢ ea.) 


The ‘Coming Kingdom of Christ 


Fourteen vigorous chapters, remarkably fresh 
study of God’s covenant with Abraham, with 
Israel, with David and his seed, of the re- 
turn of Christ, the coming restoration and 
conversion of Israel, the re-establishment of 
David's throne, and Christ’s reign thereon a 
thousand years, and of the eternal Heaven 
upon the earth. At least one-third is Scrip- 
ture. Has been widely blessed. 198 

large pages. Cloth bound, postpaid. .$1.00 


Leatherette paper cover, postpaid, 60c 
— Order from — 


THE SWORD BOOK ROOM 
201 E. Tenth St. DALLAS, TEXAS 
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The Bible on Child Correction and Discipline 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2) 


that his son was in the state peni- 
tentiary at Huntsville, Texas. 

I said, “Did you have a family 
altar at your house? Did you have 
Bible reading and prayer every 
day eg 


“No, we farmers have to make | 


a living, we can’t spend a lot of 
time around the house like some 
people can,” he said. “His mother 
taught the boy to do right, of 
course, but we didn’t have time 
for regular Bible reading and 
prayer.” 

“Yet you insist that you raised 
him right,” I said. “Well, did you 
win the boy to Christ when he was 
young and tender-hearted? Did 
you teach him he was a sinner and 
how to trust in Christ for salva- 
tion? Did you get him saved while 
he was young and tender?” 

But he said, “Now, preacher, I 
never did believe in dragging chil- 
dren into the church when they 
did not know what it was about. I 
left him to decide for himself, of 
course.” 

But I pressed the point further 
with this man whose boy was in 
the penitentiary and who insisted 
that he was not to blame. “Then 
did you whip the boy and make 
him mind?” I asked. “Did you in- 
sist on instant obedience and did 
you enforce your orders so that 
he would up with respect 
for authority and a well-formed 
character ?” 

Rather angrily he turned to me 
and said, “You are just a young 
man, and when you are as old as 
I am you will know that you can’t 
train all children alike. My boy 
was nervous and high-strung and 
we had to humor him a good deal. 
I believe in ruling children by lov- 
ing and not by whipping.” 

That father had no time to teach 
his son the Bible, no time for fam- 
ily worship. He did not get the 
child saved when he was young 
and tender hearted and would have 
been so easy to win. The clifild 
grew up lawless and self-willed. 
He was not restrained, not dis- 
ciplined and his character was not 
molded to submit to proper au- 


_ thority. He never was taught that 


sin is always punished. So now 
he was in the state penitentiary to 
pay for his crimes. And the fool- 
ish, worldly, indulgent father tried 
to escape the blame for his sin. 


Parents have said to me again 
and again, “Brother Rice, you 
never know how your children are 
going to turn out.” But I insist 
that is Satan’s teaching and di- 
rectly contradictory to the Word of 
God. The devil is always saying 
that if you sin, “Ye shall not sure- 
ly die’ (Gen. 3:4). He tells sin- 
ners that the way of transgressors 
is not hard, that you will not reap 
what you sow, and that it is vain 
to serve God. But the Bible an- 
swers that you will reap what you 
sow with your children and that 
if you “Train up a child in the waly 
he should go he will not depart 
from it.” The revised version of 
the Bible makes it clearer and says 
“Even when he is old he will not 


depart from it.’ God certainly 
holds parents accountable for the 
way children turn out in character. 


God's Curse On Eli For Not 


Controlling His Sons 


How strictly God holds parents 
to account for their children is il- 
lustrated in the case of Eli. Eli 
was the chief priest. His two sons, 
Hophni and Phinehas were priests 
under him, and wicked men they 
were, violating the command of 
God about the sacrifices and com- 
mitting terrible sin with the women 
who came to sacrifice. Eli remon- 
strated with them but did not en- 
force his commands, neither were 
they disciplined nor taken from the 
priesthood. God sent a message by 
little Samuel. God charged Eli 
with this sin: “Thou honourest thy 
sons above me” (I Sam. 2:29). 
God had intended that Eli’s house 
should walk before him in the 
priesthood forever but now the 
tamily was all rejected. 


God said, “For I have told him 
that I will judge his house for- 
ever for the iniquity which he 
knoweth; because his sons made 
themselves vile, and he restrained 
them not. And therefore I have 
sworn unto the house of Eli, that 
the iniquity of Eli’s house shall 
not be purged with sacrifice nor 
offering for ever’ (I Sam. 3:13, 
14). 

Eli had not disciplined his sons 
when they were children and now 
that they were grown he did. not 
restrain them, he remonstrated 
weakly but did not enforce his 
commands with the authority that 
was his. In God’s sight that was 
a horrible sin. God held Eli, the 
father, accountable for all the sins 
of his sons. And the following 
chapter tells how the two sons 
were killed in God’s anger, and 
Eli died also. The nation Israel 
was defeated in battle with the 
Philistines and the ark of God was 
taken captive. There the scrip- 
tures take particular pains to de- 
clare all this evil came because 
God’s man did not discipline his 
sons and did not make them do 
right. So parents are held account- 
able to God for so rearing their 
children that they will live Godly 
lives. 


Bible Warnings and Promises Con- 
cerning Whipping Children 


I well know that many modern 
physiologists and educators argue 
against any strict enforcement of 
parental commands. They give 
many warnings against punishing 
children, fearing, they say, that 
one “may break the child’s will.” 
But I tell you frankly, after ex- 
perience with my own six blessed 
youngsters, and after years of ob- 
servation, that it is not so easy to 
break the child’s will as you may 
have thought. There is considerably 
more danger that the child will 
break the parent’s will! Children 


have plenty of will-power — yes, 
and even more “won’t” power. 
Should children be whipped to 
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Reference Bible 


The Scofield Reference Bible is the best 
Reference Bible in the world and here it is 
in inexpensive form. Page for page, word 
for word, the Bible text and helps are ex- 
actly the same as the $15.00. Chain ref- 
erences, helps at hard places, coins, weights, 
measures, colored maps, introduction to 
each book, paragraph headings throughout 
the Bible, special explanations of prophecies, 
index, atlas. Without concordance. Large 
type, good Bible paper, nice cloth 
bound, not leather. Price 


SCOFIELD REFERENCE BIBLE NO. 30 
Smaller type. (Regularly $1.25). Price.................... 
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(Regularly $2.00) 
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about ten years old so that I 
might have a little to give to 
my blessed Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ who shed His 
heart’s blood on Calvary’s 
cross to wash me and cleanse 
me from all my sins. Bless His 
Holy Name, and not only me, 
but He tasted death for every 
man (Heb. 2:9). I do not 
mean that I am making a sac- 
rifice. My blessed Lord made 
the only sacrifice. I am an 
old Scotsman, 67 years of age; 
been a coal miner all my life; 
now too old to work hard. My 
dear wife went to be with her 
Lord whom she knew and 
loved 12 years ago. My young- 
est son and I are batching to- 
gether. He works and I am the 
cook! We live in a little vil- 
lage that has neither church 
nor store. We have to walk 2 
miles to church and store. I 
said I was poor but I am not 
complaining. Thank God I 
have by His grace riches 
which the world knows noth- 
ing of, even the unsearchable 
riches of Christ. Bless His 
Holy Name! I thank God and 
I will thank Him throughout 
the endless ages of eternity 
that He did not cut me off 
when I was lost in sin, but 
spared my life to see the day 
when I would know His blessed 
Son, Jesus Christ, as my 
blessed Lord and Saviour. 
Thank God I know what it 
means to be born again. I be- 
lieve the apostle Paul was the 
greatest preacher the church 
of our blessed Lord ever saw, 
and he said, “For I have not 
shunned to declare unto you all 
the counsel of God.” I only 
wish all preachers could say 
this: 

‘I’ve found a Friend, 

Oh, such a Friend: 

He loved me 

Ere I knew Him.’ 

“Dear Brother Rice, may our 


make them mind, and punished 
bodily for disobedience? If you 
should investigate scientifically, 
you would certainly find that chil- 
dren that were made to mind, chil- 
dren who were taught strict obedi- 
ence by Godly parents following 
the Bible command, turn out well. 
But since your observations may 
be limited, let us go directly to the 
Bible. The Bible is the inspired 
Word of God. It is just as authori- 
tative on how to raise children as 
it is on how to be saved. For a@ 
Christian the Bible is the inspired 
and infallible Word of God and 
must be the court of last resort. 
Then let us see what the Bible says 
about punishing children. 


(1) “He that spareth his rod 
hateth his son; but he that loveth 
him chasteneth him  betines” 
(Prov. 13:24). 

Sometimes parents say they love 
their children too much to pun- 
ish them, but God’s Word says that 
is false. Parents who will not whip 
their children do not love them as 
they should, rather they love their 
own ease, they do not want to 
stand firmly for the right. One who 
really loves his son “chasteneth 
him betimes.” 

The parent who does not love his 
son enough to keep him from 
future sin and crime and from the 
unhappiness which sin brings, does 
not punish him. “He that spareth 
the rod hateth his son.” 


(2) “Chasten thy son while there 
is hope, and let not thy soul spare 
for his crying” (Prov. 19:18). 

I do not say, and the Bible does 
not say, that if you let your chil- 
dren grow up without restraint and 
punishment that then you can al- 
ways win them to Christ, that you 
can then mold their lives. Often 
you cannot. After the character is 
already formed, after the child has 
left the parental roof, it may be too 
late to keep son and daughter from 


ways win their grown children 
after they have homes of their 
own. When Lot came to talk to 
his married daughters and his 
sons-in-law, warning them to flee 
from Sodom before God should de- 
stroy the wicked city, “He seeméd 
as one that mocked unto his sons- 
in-law” (Gen. 19:14). Therefore, 
(CONTINUED ON PAGE 4) 
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God fill you to overflowing 

with His Holy Spirit and give 

many souls for your hire. May 

God bless you and all your co- 

workers. I am glad you speak 

so plainly when you preach 
the Word of God without 
change or modification. I have 
been reading the Bible for 
many years and have read it 

73 times from beginning to 

end. In the blessed name of 

our Lord Jesus Christ, 
“W. N. H.” 

Is there one who reads this and 
says that you cannot send trial 
subscriptions to somebody? Re- 
member that The Sword of the 
Lord is sent for thirteen weeks 
for only 20c, or six such trial sub- 
scriptions for $1.00. I know that 
hundreds of readers are more able 
to send trial subscriptions than the 
dear old brother whose letter is 
printed above. But do you love 
the Lord enough to do it? I be- 
lieve that you do. Send subscrip- 
tions right away, please, as many 
as you can. Send the paper to 
relatives, Christian workers, or un- 
saved people. Make up your list 
at once, send $1.00 for each six 
names and addresses, and each 
home will get The Sword of the 
Lord for thirteen weeks, three full 
months. 


Helpless Shut-In Blessed By The 
Sword of the Lord Sends Trial 


Subscriptions to Others 


From Delta, Colorado, comes 

$1.00 for trial subscriptions to The 
Sword of the Lord, and the writer 
says: 
“IT read The Sword but can’t 
tell how much it has helped 
me. I am a shut-in and can’t 
stand on my feet or use my 
hands much. I am out among 
strangers ana often feel the 
need of friends and wunder- 
standing. Please pray for me 
that the dear Lord will raise 
up closer friends to me that I 
may be able to do more for my 
dear Lord and Saviour.” 


This dear soul cannot stand, has 
little use of her hands, a shut-in 
with no chance to make money, 
we suppose. But she has been 
greatly blessed by The Sword of 
the Lord and wants the gospel 
spread to others. So six homes will 
be evangelized through the dollar 
she sends. Seventy-two copies of 
The Sword of the Lord will go to 
homes that need the gospel during 
these next three months. If she 
could do that, don’t you think that 
you also should send in trial sub- 
scriptions ? Remember that this re- 
duced price is less than the actual 
cost of printing the paper, paying 
postage and clerical help? The 
editor gets not a penny for his 
labor but gets great joy out of 
ministering to the thousands who 
read The Sword of the Lord. A 
trial subscription makes just as 
much work in preparing records, 
making stencils, etc., as long-term 
subscriptions. But we want to 
make new friends, and we feel that 
many of them will subscribe when 
they read the paper for thirteen 
weeks. 


Trial Subscription Offer 
Closes April 3 


Of course, this special offer must 
close. Reluctantly we have set the 
date as April 3rd. Please get your 
trial subscriptions in at once. We 
are trying to do our best. God is 
blessing. Hearts are being warmed. 
Souls are being saved by the gos- 
pel messages in The Sword. With 
God’s help, we will keep this paper 
true to Him. There will be plain, 
positive Bible teaching on neglect- 
ed truths like the article this week 
on the correction and discipline of 
children. Where .else would you 
find such an article? There will be 
soul winning revival sermons. 
There will be tender, helpful devo- 
tional articles by some of the best 
preachers and Bible teachers in 
America. There will be happy ac- 
counts of revivals and conversions. 
I beg you, my beloved reader, to 
meet the challenge of others who 
are really sacrificing to send the 
gospel to others. Let us have thou- 
sands of trial subscriptions in the 
few days that remain. 


Don’t forget: 
1 trial sub., 13 wks., 20c 


12 trial subs., $2.00 
18 trial subs, $3.00 


30 trial subs., $5.00 
60 trial subs., $10.00 
150 trial subs., $25.00 
Do you love the Lord that much? 


months 20c; 6 for $1.00. 


‘Send the paper to all the Sunday 
school teachers in your church, or 


send it to all the members of 


Cc 
Sword of the Lord during this spe- 
cial offer? 
Give names and addresses care- 
fully, and write: 

THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
201 East Tenth Street 
Dallas, Texas 

“Blessed are ye that sow be- 
side all waters’ (Isa. 32:20). 
“Cast thy bread upon the 
waters: for thou shalt find it 
after many days” (Eccl. 11:1). 


“But other fell into good 
ground, and brought forth 
fruit, some an hundredfold, 
some sixtyfold, some thirty- 
fold” (Matt. 13:8). 

What happy surprises when thé 
reaping day comes. 


——— 


Stir Me, O Lord! 


Stir me, O stir me, Lord, I care 
not how; 

But st.r my heart in passion for 
the world; 

Stir me to give, to go, but most to 
pray; 

Stir, till the blood-red banner be 
unfurled 

O’er lands that still in heathen 
darkness lie, 


O’er deserts where no cross is lift- 


ed high! 
— Selected. 
——_Q——_—- 


O Thou of little faith, 
God hath not failed thee yet! 
When all looks dark and gloomy, 
Thou dost so soon forget — 


Forget that He has led thee, 
And gently cleared thy way; 
On clouds has poured His sunshine, 
And turned thy night to day. 


And if He’s helped thee hitherto, 
He will not fail thee now; 
How it must wound His loving 
heart 
To see thy anxious brow! 


Oh! doubt not any longer, 
To Him commit thy way, 
Whom in the past thou trusted, 
And is “just the same today.” 
— Selected. 


7 —_Q-——- 


“The landscape, brown and sere 
beneath the sun, 

Needs but the cloud to lift it into 
life; 

The dews may damp the leaves of 
tree and flower, 

But it requires the cloud-distilled 
shower 

To bring rich verdure to the life- 
less life. 


“Ah, how like this, the landscape 


of a life: 

Dews of trial fall like incense, riclt 
and sweet; 

But bearing little in the crystal 
tray — 

Like nymphs of night, dews lift at 
break of day 

And transcient impress leave, like 
that meet. 

“But clouds of trials, bearing bur- 
dens rare, 

Leave in the soul, a moisture set- 
tled deep: 

Life kindles by the magic law of 
God; 

And where before the thirsty camel 
trod, 


There richest beauties to life’s 
landscape leap. 


“Then read thou in each cloud that 
comes to thee 

The worlds of Paul, in letters large 
and clear: 

So shall those clouds thy soul wfth 
blessing feed, 

And with a constant trust as thou 
dost read, 

All things together work for good. 
Fret not, nor fear.” 

— From Streams in the- Desert. 
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The Bible on Child Correction and Discipline 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3) 


dear Christian father and mother, 
“Chasten thy son while there is 
hope.” While the little fellow is in 
your home, while his mind and 
conscience is tender, teach him that 
orders must be obeyed, that au- 
thority must be respected. Whip 
the child now while there is hope. 
Later it will be too late. 


“And let not thy soul spare for 
his crying.” Children soon learn 
how loud crying touches the hearts 
of the father and mother. Often 
the father or mother lets up on 
punishment as soon as the “— 
begins: in earnest, but then 
says, keep it up, don’t stop whip- 
ping because of a little crying until 
you have gotten results. This is 
the wisdom of God and not of men. 
All of us repent quickly when our 
sins catch up with us, but the re- 
pentance is not genuine, often- 
times, unless the punishment is 
thorough and absolutely convinc- 
ing. The child must learn that. it 


. cannot get by with sin, by a slick 


tongue or loud crying. My father 
had a custom of whipping until we 
cried and then whipping until we 
stopped crying! No punishment is 
adequate until the spirit is chas- 
tened and obedient. Here is the 
wisdom of God! 


(3) “The blueness of a wound 
cleanseth away evil; so do stripes 
the inward parts of the belly” 
(Prov. 20:30). 


These days a man is sometimes 
arrested for punishing his children 
if he leaves stripes. Our society 
which turns loose thousands of 
murderers and rapists without 
punishment, does not like the idea 
of strict, sharp, decisive punish- 
ment for sin. Yet sometimes real! 
stripes on the body is absolutely 
necessary if one would cleanse “the 
inward parts of the belly,” the 
Bible says. 


I never will forget when one of 
my chidren not over two years old 
was so stubborn and rebellious that 
I had to spank her more than once 
for the same offense. The last time 
I applied the palm of my hand so 
vigorously to the place God pro- 
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vides for spanking babies that later 
the blue prints of my fingers could 
be seen on the precious little body. 
It broke my heart and I went alone 
to weep. My dear wife seemed in- 
consolable. But as I wept I prayed 
and told God, “Lord, it is hard, but 
I know I must do right about it. 
She must learn to mind. She must 
submit to orders. Lord do help me 
to be faithful and bring results in 
building a good character in my 
child.”” And those blue marks 6n 
my baby’s body that hurt me so 
much made a change in her dis- 
position and character. For many 
years afterwards I never saw any 
deliberate rebellion in her. She did 
wrong, of course, but she often 
came to confess it, and there was 
every evidence of a sincere longing 
to please her daddy. 


God chastens all his children. 
How severe are the stripes some- 
times! Sometimes he uses sick- 
ness, poverty, shame, heart-break 
and death! But His severity is not 
brutality. So we must be merci- 
ful as well as just, and loving even 
when severe. But we must have 
strength of character to do right 
so that when stripes are necessary, 
stripes may be given to cleanse 
away the wickedness in “the in- 
ward parts of the belly.” 


(4) “Foolishness is bound in tite 
heart of a child; but the rod of cor- 
rection shall drive it far from him” 
(Prov. 22:15). 


Children are precious and lovely. 
It is true as Wordsworth said, 
“Not in utter nakedness, not in 
entire forgetfulness, but trailing 
clouds of glory do we come from 
God who is our home.’ He meant 
that children bring from heaven a 
bit of glory and purity. How sweet 
they are! But we must not forget 
“foolishness is bound in the heart 
of a child.” The Bible says “they 
go astray as soon as they be born, 
speaking lies” (Psa. 58:3). David 
said about himself, and we might 
all say it truly, “Behold, I was 
shapen in iniquity; and in sin did 
my mother conceive me” (Psa. 51: 
5). The little child is kept safe 
by God’s mercy until he reaches the 
time of accountability, but we must 
never forget the inborn taint of sin 
in the heart of every child. God 
says that “foolishness is bound in 
the heart of a child,’”’ and God gives 
that as the reason that children 
must be punished to teach them 
not to sin — “The rod of correction 
shall drive it far from him.” If 
you do not want your child to be 
be turned over to the natural wick- 
edness of his heart, then you must 
drive it from him with the rod as 
well as by prayer and tears and 
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upon line! Correction and disci- 
pline cannot change the heart of a 
child and make him a Christian, 
but they can teach him to hate sin 
and shame so that he will sif- 
cerely turn to Christ for forgive- 
ness and salvation. And the rod 
can change character. Discipline is 
a part of development of real char- 


== | acter. Many adults keep the fool- 


ishness that should have been 
driven out by the rod of correction 
in their youth. 


(5) “Withhold not correction 
from the child; for if thou beatest 
him with the rod, he shall not die. 
Thou shalt beat him with the rod, 
and shalt deliver his soul from 
hell’ (Prov. 23:13, 14). 


This scripture gives encourage- 
ment to timid parents who may 
fear that you will harm the child 
physically by whipping him. But 
don’t be afraid, the child will get 
far tougher treatment at the hands 
of the world. You may fear to 
warp the child’s disposition, but be 
not afraid. That girl will have 
more grief over a school-girl spat 
than over a sound whipping that 
leaves her surrendered and content 
to do right. That boy will go 
through the punishment of a foot- 
ball game that will leave him black 
and blue and stiff for days with 
bruises and ‘“charley-horses” and 
feel lucky that he came out wjth- 
out broken bones, and yet it will 
have no ill effect on his _ spirit. 
The Bible says go ahead, “if thou 
beatest him with the rod, he shall 
not die’ — No, nor be injuréd, 
either, if you do it vigorously in 


‘Jesus’ name, and for the right. 


On the other hand, punishment 
for sin and the conquering of the 
wayward, selfish will, has a blessed 
eternal result. “Thou shalt beat 
him with the rod and shalt deliver 
his soul from hell.” 


Punishment of sin by beating, in 
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right spirit, under the blessing 
may be used to deliver his 
soul from hell. 

You may tell an arrogant youth 

that he must so reap what he sows, 
that “the wages of sin is death” 
(Rom. 6:23). that “the way of a 
transgressor is hard’ (Prov. 13: 
15), but he will not believe it un- 
less it was proven in his home. Ev- 
ery father is a type of God to his 
children. If the father does not 
punish him why should the child 
believe that God will? If he has 
always gotten by without punish- 
ment then Satan will find an easy 
dupe in such a child, reared where 
there was no law, no enforcement 
of right, no exercising of Godly 
authority. 
In Shamrock, Texas, there lived 
a family near me. The father was 
not a Christian, yet the strictness 
with which he reared his children 
was noticed by all. Some criticized 
and some approved. A grown son 
was expected to answer instantly, 
to obey cheerfully, and he did so! 
A beautiful grown daughter was 
never permitted to keep company 
with a young man whose morals 
was not right, and every child had 
to be home by an appointed time 
each night. These rules were en- 
forced by strict discipline. There 
were two remarkable results. One 
was the love and reverence of this 
household for the father, which 
was beautiful to see. And the other 
result was this—although they had 
not been under Christian environ- 
ment, I found the children remark- 
ably approachable and easy to win 
to Christ. I found they had a sharp 
conscience for sin, a regard of law 
and order and authority. They 
were sensitive to the plain teach- 
ings of the Bible for sin and pun- 
ishment and the need for a Saviour. 
And what a contrast these chil- 
dren were to other young people in 
the community, some of whom had 
Christian parents, but had not been 
reared to respect authority and 
offer willing obedience! All the chil- 
dren, as I recall, were soon won 
to Christ and had lovable and ad- 
mirable Christian characters. 

Whipping children will not only 
keep them from the penitentiary 
and keep them from a life of crime, 
it will also keep them from hell. 
That is what the verse above says. 
In countless cases, no doubt, there 
are people in hell who could have 
been won to Christ. They could 
have been convicted of sin and 
brought to fear of judgment and 
heartfelt repentance, had they been 
taught that sin is a wicked, hell- 
ish rebellion against the authority 
of God, and that sin must inevi- 
tably bring grief and sorrow and 
shame and punishment! This is 
not the word of men but the Word 
of God. The inspired Word of God 
says, “Thou shalt beat him with 
the rod and deliver his soul from 
hell.” 


(6) The rod and reproof give 
wisdom; but a child left to him- 
self bringeth his mother to shame 
(Prov. 29:15). 


Here again we see part of the 
character-molding effect of cor- 
rection and discipline. The Bible 
says that “the fear of the Lord is 
the beginning of wisdom” (Prov. 
1:7). The proper reverential fear 
of father and mother in authority 
is easily transferred to an attitude 
of reverence of Godly fear toward 
God, In other words, the punish- 
ment of sin gives a right under- 
standing of what sin is and what 
its results must be. By punishment 
children learn what is justice and 
righteousness. They learn self-con- 
trol and the restraint of a de- 
veloped conscience and they learn 
to respect the rights of others. 
How easy it is to see that the Bi- 
ble is true and that “the rod and 
reproof give wisdom,” and like- 
Wise every one of us have seen 
that a “child left to himself bring- 
eth his mother to shame.” The 
mother has been given long years 
in which to develop true wisdom 
in the child, by strict enforcement 
of the law of right and wrong, 
and by careful instruction that sin 
can not pay, but that right always 
brings blessed rewards. The father 
who told me his boy was in the 
penitentiary, but would not believe 
what God said in Proverbs 22:6, 
did not do that. How many brok- 
en-hearted mothers would have 
been spared the shame brought 
them by a prodigal child if they 
had simply used the rod and re- 
proof to give wisdom! 


(7) “Correct thy son and he 
shall give thee rest; yea, he shall 
give delight unto thy soul” (Prov. 
29:17). 
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would think not. We would think 
that punishment would bring more 
rebellious unrest of mind. But 
when punishment is administered 
lovingly, and under the woo 
of God, and thoroughly enough to 
get results, the punishment brings 
rest. With the hardened criminal 
in the penitentiary, still a rebel 
against society and against God 
this may not be true, but with a 
tender hearted child in the home, 
God says it is true. The child will 
get rest and therefore will give 
rest to the parents and their souls 
will be delighted. 

I remember with a sharp sense 
of comedy how in my childhood, 
if any of us had a licking coming 
we were consumed with dread and 
perhaps resentment until it was 


done. But afterwards, we were 
back in the fellowship of the 
home. How good it was to have 


the punishment over and how 
sweet the peace! : 


And I remember how astonished 
I was, as a young father, when I 
learned that sometimes the quick- | 
est way to get a nervous, irritable | 
child to sleep was to give her a'| 
sound spanking! Yet I had thought | 
to spank a child would make her | 
more upset and so nervous that 
she could not sleep. On the con- 
trary, when a spanking stops the 
rebellion inside, the nerve tension 
is released, and the child submits 
peaceably to the will of the father 
and mother and lies still and rest- 
fully sleeps! So many, many times 
the only way to have rest for the 
parent is to get matters settled 
with a convincing correction. 

Father, your child will some day 
be away from home and out from 
under your care, and then will you 
be haunted with fear and anguish? 
Will you be uneasy lest he sub- 
mit to the lure of wine and women 
and song? Or will you have sweet 
rest in heart, knowing that self- 
control and strong character and 
obedience were settled by careful 
teaching and prayerful, vigorous 
discipline whenever necessary in 
days gone by? How sweet is the 
rest in the heart, the delight in 
the soul, that is promised the par- 
ent who corrects the child as com- 
manded by the Lord and then 
trusts God to bring His promises to 
pass! 

I have brought you the word of 
God. Those who are not willing to 
take God’s Word on this matter, 
as on every other matter, should 
never call themselves Christians. 

I well know that parents have 
need of the wisdom of Solomon in 
rearing children. These commands 
of God do not mean that whipping 
children is the only duty of parents 
toward them. Ephesians 6:4 says, 


“Ye fathers, provoke not your 


children to wrath; but bring them 
up in the nurture and admonition 
of the Lord.” Children need more 
than admonition — they need nur- 
ture also. Children need love, coun- 
sel; they need godly examples be- 
fore them every day. Yet the im- 
portance which the Bible gives to 
this doctrine of the corfection and 
discipline of children cannot be 
safely ignored. It might well be 
the single most important factor 
in rearing children into Godly men 
and women, well adjusted, good cit- 
izens, dutiful husbands and wives. 
In some cases, certainly, the lack 
of discipline makes it impossible 
to win children to Christ, since 
they have no conception of sin, no 
love of right, no fear of punish- 
ment, 

How quickly the crime situation 
could be cleared up if children 
were taught obedience and respect 
for authority at home! And wives 
would not be rebellious, self-seek- 
ing and unfaithful, in most cases, 
surely, if they had been taught 
obedient submission to authority 
and adjustment to the rights of 
others in childhood. 

No man is fit to be President who 
has not been a law-abiding citizen. 
No man is ready to give orders 
until he has learned to obey or- 
ders. Consider the rigorous disci- 
pline of West Point Academy 
where U. S. army Officers are 
trained. So doubtless no man is 
fit to be husband and father who 
has not learned obedience to law 
and order in the home. Divorces 
have increased along with deser- 
tion and other family troubles, 
just as fast as homes have broken 
down in the discipline of children. 

The most important institution 
in the world is not the government, 
not the school, not even the church, 
but the home. And the most im- 
portant element for children in the 
home is not the physical care of 
children, providing food and cloth- 
ing and shelter, but the discipline 
and growth of character. 

I beg every parent who reads 
this to prayerfully consider your 
duty in the light of God’s Word. 
Why not husband and wife to- 
gether check up on your failure? 
Why not a regular plan of daily 
worship and include Bible study 
and prayer? Why not definitely 
prune out of your lives that which 
would be a bad example before 
your children? Why not make a 
new dedication of your whole lives 
to God as parents! And then, be- 
lieving God’s Word and loving your 
children, why not set out to please 
God and saféguard your children’s 
future by vigorous discipline, when- 
ever needed, coupled with much 
prayer and love! God’s way works. 
I beg parents to try it and see. 
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